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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS (28 August 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. SC stays AYUSH Ministry’s notification omitting key rule prohibiting misleading 
advertisements 

2. SC notice to Gujarat on Sanjiv Bhatt’s plea against conviction (GS Paper-IV: Ethics) 
3. Satish Kumar named new Chairman of Railway Board 
4. Himachal Assembly passes Bill raising marriage age for women to 21 from 18 (PCS) 
5. Cheetah dies in Kuno park from suspected ‘drowning’ (GS Paper-III: Environment) 
6. CDSCO grants approval for making RT-PCR testing kits to detect Mpox in India (GS 

Paper-III: Basic Science) 
7. Northern bald ibis returns from near extinction (GS Paper-III: Environment) 
8. Advancing equity, from COVID-19 to Mpox (GS Paper-III: Capital Market) 
9. The continuing churn in the Chinese military (GS Paper-II: India-China) 
10. On SEBI chairperson’s conflicts of interests (GS Paper-II: Governance) 
11. Correcting rumours can reduce support for vigilantes (GS Paper-I: Society) 
12. OPEC+ output cut may push Indian refiners to source oil from Americas (GS 

Paper-II: International Groupings) 
13. UN calls out China’s ‘problematic’ human rights policies in Xinjiang (GS Paper-I: 

World Geography) 
14.  Mpox outbreaks in Africa resulted from neglect, say experts (GS Paper-II: IR) 
15. Experts flag new crackdown on Rohingya in Myanmar (GS Paper-II: IR) 
16. Jay Shah set to become youngest ICC chairperson (PCS) 
17. Karthik clinches title after three-way tie for top spot (PCS) 
18. Michal Szubarczyk — Poland’s snooker prodigy aiming to take the world by 

storm (PCS) 
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Snakehead Murrel Fish 

• Snakehead murrel fish, also known 
as mudfish or snakehead, belong to 
the family Channidae. 

• They are native to South and 
Southeast Asia but have been 
introduced to other regions, including 
some Pacific Islands. 

Unique Characteristics: 
• Air-breathing: Unlike most fish that 

rely solely on gills for oxygen, 
snakehead murrel fish have a 
suprabranchial accessory respiratory 
organ that allows them to breathe air. 
This adaptation enables them to 
survive in low-oxygen environments, such as stagnant ponds or marshes. 

• Predatory Nature: Snakehead murrels are carnivorous and voracious eaters. They feed on a variety of aquatic 
organisms, including smaller fish, insects, crustaceans, and even small mammals. 

• Snake-like Appearance: Their elongated, snake-like bodies and large mouths give them a fearsome appearance. 
• Invasiveness: In some regions, snakehead murrels have become invasive species, outcompeting native fish for food 

and habitat. 
Economic Importance: 

• Food Source: Snakehead murrel fish are a popular food source in many parts of Asia, especially in India, 
Bangladesh, and Thailand. They are prized for their delicate flavor and firm texture. 

• Aquaculture: Due to their fast growth rate and adaptability, snakehead murrels are increasingly being cultured in 
aquaculture ponds. 
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Bald Ibis 
• Bald ibis is a common name for two distinct species of ibis: the 

northern bald ibis (Geronticus eremita) and the southern bald ibis 
(Geronticus calvus).  

• Both species are characterized by their bare red heads and necks, as 
well as their long, curved bills. 

Northern Bald Ibis 
• Habitat: Primarily found in open areas such as grasslands, rocky 

mountains, and semi-deserts, often close to running water. 
• Distribution: Historically, the northern bald ibis had a wider 

distribution, including parts of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle 
East. However, due to human activities, its current range is limited to 
parts of North Africa and the Middle East. 

• Conservation Status: Critically Endangered according to the IUCN 
Red List. 

• Threats: Habitat loss, hunting, and disturbance of breeding colonies are the primary threats to the northern bald ibis. 
Southern Bald Ibis 

• Habitat: Found in open grassland or semi-desert in the mountains of southern Africa. 
• Distribution: Endemic to southern Africa. 
• Conservation Status: Critically Endangered according to the IUCN Red List. 
• Threats: Habitat loss and disturbance of breeding colonies are the primary threats to the southern bald ibis. 

Conservation Efforts: 
• Both species of bald ibis face significant conservation challenges. Various organizations and governments are 

working to protect these birds through habitat restoration, captive breeding programs, and public awareness 
campaigns. 
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Advancing equity, from COVID-19 to Mpox (28 August) 
• The world faces a new health crisis, less than five years after COVID-19. 
• The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared mpox (formerly monkeypox) a global health emergency. 
• The outbreak started in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and spread to over a dozen African countries. 
• The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) also declared a regional health emergency. 
• This is the first time both global and regional health emergencies have been declared simultaneously for the same 

disease. 
• Mpox cases have now been found in Sweden, Pakistan, and the Philippines, indicating the virus has spread beyond 

Africa. 
• The WHO's declaration is important because it’s the first one since changes were made to international health rules in 

May 2024. 
• These new rules emphasize equity, meaning fair access to resources for all countries, especially during health crises. 
• Although these rules won’t take effect until 2025, it’s important to apply the equity principle now in response to the 

mpox outbreak. 
• The declaration aims to encourage international cooperation, with countries and organizations working together to 

share resources and information. 
• It should also lead to the quick deployment of financial aid, healthcare workers, and medical supplies to affected 

areas. 

Mirroring the COVID-19 pandemic response 

• The COVID-19 pandemic revealed that the Global South struggled with vaccine production due to a lack of technology 
and expertise. 

• The response to the mpox outbreak is showing similar issues. 
• However, there is a key difference: a vaccine for mpox already exists. 
• The vaccine, called MVA-BN or Jynneos, is made by a Danish company, Bavarian Nordic. 
• This vaccine uses a production process similar to vaccines for measles, mumps, rabies, and tick-borne encephalitis. 
• The vaccine is approved in several regions, including the European Union, United Kingdom, United States, Switzerland, 

and Canada. 
• The mpox outbreak is an opportunity to improve vaccine production in the Global South, using the existing MVA-BN 

vaccine. 
• Indian manufacturers could play a crucial role in making sure the vaccine is available to those who need it most. 
• India was instrumental during COVID-19 by mass-producing the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine (Covishield) which saved 

many lives. 

Ensuring technology transfers 

• As the mpox outbreak spreads, the demand for vaccines is expected to rise. 
• Africa CDC estimates that 10 million vaccine doses are needed, but only 0.21 million are currently available. 
• Bavarian Nordic, the vaccine manufacturer, can produce 10 million doses by the end of 2025. 
• The cost of one mpox vaccine shot is estimated at $100, highlighting the need for more affordable vaccine production. 
• India is well-suited to help with this challenge, as its major vaccine manufacturers have experience in producing 

vaccines using the same technology. 
• The Serum Institute of India, Bharat Biotech, and Zydus Cadila are key players with the potential to scale up production 

quickly. 
• These manufacturers likely already have supply chains for key materials, like SPF eggs, which are needed for vaccine 

production. 
• Lower production costs in countries like India could reduce vaccine prices, making them more accessible. 
• To increase production, technology transfer is essential, including sharing knowledge, patents, and resources. 
• Sharing knowledge is crucial for empowering countries to produce vaccines independently, not just relying on 

donations. 
• The Indian government, along with international organizations, should work with Bavarian Nordic to negotiate 

technology transfers. 
• This collaboration can help scale up low-cost vaccine production, ensuring fair access and helping to control the 

outbreak worldwide. 

A move with impact 

• On August 7, India's drug regulatory agency, CDSCO, made an important decision. 
• They waived the requirement for clinical trials in India for drugs already approved in countries like the US, UK, Japan, 

Australia, Canada, and the EU. 
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• This waiver includes new drugs needed during pandemics, speeding up the availability of critical vaccines like MVA-BN 
in India. 

• The global community now has a chance to show its commitment to fair access to health care by ensuring widespread 
access to the mpox vaccine, especially for those most in need. 

• By encouraging international cooperation, focusing on technology transfers, and using the manufacturing strengths of 
countries like India, we can tackle the current mpox crisis and be better prepared for future health emergencies. 

• Immediate action is necessary to prevent repeating past mistakes. 

 

Mpox (Monkeypox) 
• Mpox, referred to as monkeypox, is a viral zoonotic disease caused by the monkeypox virus, which belongs to the 

Orthopoxvirus family.  
• This disease was first identified in 1958 when outbreaks occurred in laboratory monkeys, hence the name 

"monkeypox." However, it is primarily found in rodents and other small mammals in endemic regions. 
Transmission: 

1. Zoonotic Transmission: 
o Mpox is primarily transmitted to humans from animals, typically through direct contact with the blood, bodily 

fluids, or lesions of infected animals, such as rodents or primates. 
2. Human-to-Human Transmission: 

o The virus can also spread between humans through respiratory droplets during prolonged face-to-face 
contact, or by direct skin contact with lesions or contaminated materials (such as bedding or clothing). 

Symptoms: 
The symptoms of mpox are similar to those of smallpox, although generally milder. They typically appear within 5 to 21 days 
after exposure and can include: 

• Fever 
• Headache 
• Muscle aches 
• Swollen lymph nodes 
• Chills 
• Exhaustion 
• A rash that usually begins on the face and then spreads to other parts of the body 

The rash typically progresses through several stages: macules, papules, vesicles, pustules, and finally scabs. 
Variants: 
Two distinct clades (variants) of the monkeypox virus exist: 

• West African clade: Usually leads to milder disease and has lower mortality rates. 
• Congo Basin clade: Associated with more severe disease and higher mortality rates. 

Treatment and Prevention: 
1. Vaccination: 

o Prior smallpox vaccination is thought to provide some cross-protection against mpox due to the similarities 
between the two viruses. Newer vaccine options specifically targeting mpox are also available. 

2. Antiviral Treatments: 
o Antiviral medications, such as tecovirimat (TPOXX), have been used, especially in severe cases or for those 

with weakened immune systems. The use of Vaccinia immune globulin intravenous (VIG) can also be 
employed in certain cases. 

3. Preventive Measures: 
o Avoiding contact with animals that could harbor the virus. 
o Practicing good hygiene and sanitation to avoid transmission, especially in outbreak situations. 
o Quarantine measures for individuals exposed to the virus. 

 

 

The continuing churn in the Chinese military (28 August) 
• On August 1, 2024, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) celebrated its 97th anniversary with events, but there 

were also quiet changes in military leadership. 
• Generals Wu Yanan and Huang Ming took over as commanders of the Southern and Northern Theaters, respectively. 
• These leadership changes follow a series of dismissals and replacements in the PLA, raising questions about the 

reasons behind them. 
• The Southern Theater has faced issues, especially with recent skirmishes with the Philippines in the South China Sea, 

drawing criticism from countries like Japan and the US. 
• With growing external pressures, the PLA is expected to become a "world-class" military, ready for regional conflicts. 
• The removal of General Wang Xiubin as Southern Theater commander may indicate dissatisfaction with his 

performance in strengthening China's naval power. 
• Internal politics and inefficiencies within the Southern Theater may also have contributed to Wang's replacement. 
• In June 2024, a political conference revealed poor performance in a joint naval exercise, particularly among political 

officers who failed in their mobilization duties. 
• In April 2024, there were discussions about tensions between older veterans and new leaders in the Southern Theater, 

leading to efforts to improve cohesion and efficiency. 
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• Despite reforms starting in 2015 to create a flawless military, recent developments in the Southern Theater highlight 
challenges and weaknesses in achieving this vision. 

Implications for the PLA 

• General Wu Yanan's leadership in the Southern Theater command is significant and likely tied to his experience working 
closely with key political figures. 

• Wu has extensive experience from his time with the Central Military Commission (CMC) and as Commander of the 
Central Theater, where he dealt with important national security issues. 

• His appointment might be aimed at ensuring strict implementation of the Chinese Communist Party’s reform agenda in 
the Southern Theater, especially in achieving coordination between different military forces. 

• Soon after his appointment, the Southern Theater declared it has "everything under control" and conducted joint 
maritime and aerial patrols near the Scarborough Islands, showing a focus on testing military capabilities. 

• Under Wu’s leadership, there will likely be increased emphasis on combat readiness and political cohesion, with more 
frequent military demonstrations in the South China Sea. 

• The broader picture suggests that the PLA's reforms are still incomplete, and the ongoing period of changes, marked by 
purges and replacements due to corruption and reform challenges, is far from over. 

• The new leadership is expected to focus on improving internal operations to help the PLA move closer to its goal of 
becoming a "world-class" military force by mid-century. 

Lessons for India 

• India needs to closely observe the changes in the PLA's leadership to understand the nature of leadership in the 
Chinese military. 

• In the PLA, military commanders are chosen not just for their skills or experience but also for their loyalty to the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and its goals. 

• Since China is India’s main rival and biggest military challenge, it is crucial for India to study how the PLA’s reforms are 
evolving. 

• India should analyze these leadership changes within the broader context of the PLA’s reform agenda to better 
understand China's military strategies and intentions. 

Coordinated attacks (28 August 2024) 
Pakistan cannot take a militaristic approach to the Baloch conflict 

• Since the Taliban regained control of Kabul in August 2021, Pakistan has faced a rise in terrorist attacks, especially in its 
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces. 

• In 2023, over 650 attacks were recorded in Pakistan, with 23% occurring in Balochistan, a region known for its 
separatist insurgency. 

• On August 26, 2023, one of the bloodiest days for Balochistan, separatists carried out coordinated attacks across the 
province on the death anniversary of Nawab Akbar Bugti, a Baloch nationalist leader killed by the Pakistani military in 
2006. 

• The Baloch Liberation Army claimed responsibility for these attacks, which targeted infrastructure and migrant laborers 
from Punjab, highlighting the growing strength and reach of the insurgency. 

• Pakistan has historically taken a harsh, military approach to dealing with the Baloch problem, neglecting the province 
despite its rich natural resources. 

• This neglect has fueled anti-Punjab sentiments within parts of the Baloch community, as Punjab has become more 
influential and prosperous. 

• Separatists have used the poor living conditions in Balochistan to gain support, often accusing the federal government 
of exploiting the region's resources without benefiting the local economy. 

• The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which passes through Balochistan, has been cited by separatists as an 
example of exploitation, leading them to target Chinese interests. 

• The Pakistani government has failed to engage with civil rights movements in Balochistan, often labeling activists as 
"enemies of Pakistan," which has led to a reliance on military force against separatists. 

• State violence has only strengthened the separatist movement, as evidenced by the recent attacks. 
• For stability and security in Balochistan, Pakistan needs to address the developmental concerns of the local 

population, stop human rights violations, and engage with peaceful civil rights groups to rebuild relations with the 
Baloch people. 

Reasonable limits (28 August 2024) 
Laissez-faire approach to content hosting, not commitment to free speech 

• Free speech is not unlimited and can be restricted for public order, morals, and public health, as stated in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 
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• Pavel Durov, the founder of Telegram, promotes absolute free speech on his platform, allowing dissidents to use it, 
which has led to conflicts with various governments. 

• Durov's arrest by French authorities, linked to criminal activities on Telegram, raises concerns about whether this is an 
attempt to suppress free speech online. 

• Telegram's loose approach to content has allowed it to become a platform for extremism, drug dealers, scammers, and 
child pornography, according to French authorities. 

• Durov argues that privacy and freedom are more important than the potential harm caused by such activities. 
• Telegram is more than a messaging app, with social networking features, but unlike apps like Signal, it doesn’t use full 

end-to-end encryption, meaning Telegram can read some messages and act on law enforcement requests. 
• Telegram claims its content moderation is within industry standards and questions whether the platform or its owner 

should be held responsible for misuse. 
• If investigations in France show that Telegram refused to address hate speech, disinformation, or criminal content, 

Durov could be held accountable. 
• In India, the harmful effects of misinformation on platforms like WhatsApp led to restrictions that reduced its spread. 
• For Telegram to continue as a platform for free speech, it needs to avoid being too extreme and take more responsibility 

in moderating content. 

On SEBI chairperson’s conflicts of interests (28 August) 
The actions and statements of SEBI chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch are in conflict with regulatory integrity; the SEBI’s 
citation of Hindenburg’s own conflict of interest in the matter as a short-seller, does not hold much water 

• Over two weeks have passed since a Hindenburg Research report revealed serious conflicts of interest involving the 
chairperson of SEBI. 

• On August 11, SEBI issued an unsigned statement, and Madhabi and Dhaval Buch issued a joint statement, confirming 
the validity of Hindenburg's claims, raising concerns about SEBI's integrity. 

• The Central government, responsible for appointing SEBI's members, is expected to provide explanations to all 
stakeholders. 

• The first conflict of interest involves a $872,762 (₹5.6 crore in 2015) investment made by Madhabi and Dhaval Buch in a 
Bermuda-based fund, managed by Mumbai-based IIFL Wealth & Asset Management (now 360 One). 

• Madhabi and Dhaval Buch's statement confirmed the 2015 investment, attributing it to the fund's CIO, Anil Ahuja, a 
childhood friend of Dhaval Buch. 

• The investment was redeemed in 2018 when Anil Ahuja left his position, but the statement did not disclose that Ahuja 
was also a director at Adani Enterprises during the investment period. 

• An email from Hindenburg shows Madhabi Buch initiated the redemption request in 2018 when she was already a SEBI 
whole-time member. 

• Two key questions arise: Was this investment disclosed to the government before Madhabi Buch's SEBI appointment, 
and did her shareholding in the fund have Board approval until its redemption in 2018? The Central government needs 
to clarify these issues. 

OPEC+ (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries): 
OPEC+ is a consortium of oil-producing countries that coordinates global oil production levels to influence oil prices. It's a 
combination of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and a group of non-OPEC oil producers. 
 
OPEC (Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries): 

• Founded: 1960 
• Secretary General:  Haitham al-Ghais 
• Headquarter: Vienna, Austria 
• Members: Currently 13 countries, including Algeria, Angola, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, 

Nigeria, the Republic of the Congo, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Venezuela.    
• Goal: To coordinate petroleum policies among its members and ensure the stabilization of oil markets. 
• Influence: OPEC members account for a significant portion of global oil production, giving them considerable 

influence over oil prices. 
Non-OPEC Producers: 

• Members: Include Russia, Mexico, Kazakhstan, and Malaysia. 
• Collaboration: These countries collaborate with OPEC within the OPEC+ framework. 
• Influence: Their participation expands the reach and impact of OPEC+ in regulating global oil supply. 

OPEC+ Cooperation: 
• Joint Decisions: OPEC+ members jointly decide on production levels and other policies to influence oil prices. 
• Market Stabilization: The alliance aims to stabilize oil markets by adjusting production to meet global demand and 

avoid price volatility. 
• Response to Global Events: OPEC+ can respond to economic changes, geopolitical events, and demand 

fluctuations by modifying its production strategy. 
Significance of OPEC+ 

• Global Energy Landscape: OPEC+ plays a crucial role in shaping the global energy landscape. 
• Price Influence: Its decisions can significantly impact oil prices, affecting economies worldwide. 
• Market Coordination: The alliance provides a platform for coordinated action among oil-producing countries. 
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Jay Shah set to become youngest ICC chairperson (28 August) 
• Jay Shah, current BCCI secretary, is set to become the youngest chairman of the International Cricket Council (ICC) on 

December 1. 
• Shah is the only candidate proposed for the position, so he will be elected unopposed, succeeding Greg Barclay. 
• Shah, 35, will join previous Indian ICC chairpersons like Jagmohan Dalmiya, Sharad Pawar, N. Srinivasan, and 

Shashank Manohar. 
• He will leave his roles as BCCI secretary and Asian Cricket Council chairperson due to ICC rules requiring an 

independent chair. 
• Shah has been involved in cricket administration for a decade and was elected BCCI secretary in 2019. 

Karthik clinches title after three-way tie for top spot (28 August) 
• Karthik Venkataraman won the 61st National chess championship with 9 points from 11 rounds. 
• He finished ahead of Surya Shekhar Ganguly and Neelash Saha, who also had 9 points but lower tie-break scores. 
• Ganguly, who was leading until the final round, ended with a draw and did not win his seventh National title. 
• Karthik secured his victory by winning his final game against Mitrabha Guha using the Caro-Kann Defence. 
• Final standings were: 1-3. Karthik, Ganguly, Saha (9 points); 4-9. Diptayan, Aronyak, Gusain, Lalith, Abhijeet, Shyaam 

(8.5 points); 10-18. Sethuraman, Venkatesh, Sayantan, Ajay, D’cunha, Nitin, Arjun Adireddy, Vishakh, Shrayan (8 
points). 

Michal Szubarczyk — Poland’s snooker prodigy aiming to take the 
world by storm (28 August) 

• Michal Szubarczyk, a 13-year-old from Poland, performed well in the IBSF World under-17 boys’ snooker championship. 
• He won all his group stage matches and advanced to the semifinals but lost to Thailand’s Lomnaw Issarangkun. 
• Michal impressed with breaks of 82, 48, and 84 in his match against Saudi Arabia’s Abdulaziz Alaswad. 
• Inspired by Ronnie O’Sullivan, Michal started playing snooker at age six with his father's encouragement. 
• His father, Kamil, also acts as his coach and manager and is pursuing a coaching certification to better support Michal. 
• Despite Poland's limited snooker facilities and lower popularity of the sport, Kamil is determined to help Michal 

succeed and raise the sport's profile in Poland. 
• They face challenges including lack of funding and support, as snooker is not an Olympic sport in Poland. 
• Michal has achieved notable success, including winning bronze in the European under-16 championship and national 

titles in Poland. 
• The IBSF World under-17 championship provides valuable experience and exposure despite not offering professional 

cards. 

Right mindset 

• Kamil Szubarczyk emphasizes the importance of having the right mindset for success. 
• Michal, like many teenagers, faces distractions such as phones and social media, which Kamil actively keeps away to 

maintain focus. 
• Despite the harsh approach, this dedication is seen as necessary for achieving goals. 
• Michal’s current biggest dream is to play professional snooker. 
• Kamil encourages Michal to aim higher, prompting him to express his true goal: becoming a world champion in 

professional snooker. 

 

 


